MAJOR BARBARA.
Make the bride's father a slum landlord and attack him, or the
mother a procuress; attack their professions and they will try lo
convince you of their guiltlessness and the guilt of society in making
such professions commercially inevitable to them. They will
go a step further, and indict you as a member of society, for the
guilt of the society to which you belong. In Major Barbara, the
father is an armament manufacturer. By contrast with slum
landlordism and prostitution, gun-making is a very respectable
and patriotic profession. As Lady Britomart tells her snobbish
son, Stephen:
LADY BRITOMART.
Cannons are not trade, Stephen.   They are enterprise.1
Ostensibly, they are needed to defend the hearths and homes of
the British people from the enemy; but the playwright, through the
lips of Undershaft points out that Undershaft's profession is no
Jess anti-social than the two previous professions* Undershafl
tears the idealist veil, the armament-makers throw over the profe-
ssion. He comes with a sheaf of telegrams bringing, as he
good news from Manchuria;
STEPHEN,
Another Japanese victory?
UNDERSHAFT*
Oh, I don't know. Which side wins doex
not concern us here. No: the good nem
is that the aerial battleship is a tremendous
success. At the first trial it has wiped
out a fort with three hundred soldiers in it.
1.   Major Barbara, p, 489 2, h,
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